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The former governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) is in danger of fracturing following
a bitter and divisive election for leadership of the party. The election, held Feb. 24, ended in what
leaders called a "technical tie," with former Tabasco Gov. Roberto Madrazo Pintado and federal
Deputy Beatriz Paredes Rangel each claiming to have received a little more than half the votes cast
for party president. Paredes is also a former governor of Tlaxcala state.
Exit polls conducted by the PRI had shown Paredes' share of the vote ranging from 48.4% to 52.2%
and Madrazo's from 47.8% to 51.6%. A recount of all ballots indicated that Madrazo received a few
thousand more votes than Paredes. The two candidates exchanged leads several times during the
vote count, and Madrazo had pulled ahead by 59,000 votes with results from most of the states
tabulated. But Paredes' overwhelming support in Mexico City and Mexico state narrowed the
difference to 12,000 votes.
PRI officials are expected to officially declare a winner on Feb. 27, but the many challenges brought
to election organizers have delayed the final report. A final tally of all votes posted Feb. 27 at PRI
headquarters indicated that Madrazo had taken 1.6% more votes than Paredes. Some insiders
suggested the slight possibility that the election might be voided and rescheduled.
Madrazo and Paredes promised at the start of the campaign to hold clean elections and tried to
distance themselves from the party's history of electoral corruption. But they ended up accusing
each other of resorting to tactics used often by the PRI in its 73-year history, including voter bribery
and misinformation. For example, the Madrazo camp cited Paredes' efforts to gain votes in poor
neighborhoods by passing out bags of food.

Paredes may contest Madrazo's apparent victory
Paredes' strongest charge against Madrazo came on election day, when she accused him of
manufacturing 20,000 votes in Oaxaca state through computer manipulation. Charging massive
fraud in Oaxaca, the Paredes camp demanded that the election be voided and rescheduled. There
were also questions about results in Mexico state, San Luis Potosi, and Madrazo's home state of
Tabasco.
The newspaper Milenio Diario reported that the Madrazo camp also used unethical election-day
tactics through a process described as a "tapon" or bottle cap. Under this scheme, the Madrazo
camp released misleading information on polling stations in states and municipalities where
Paredes was expected to have strong support, thus reducing the vote in these areas. Sen. Humberto
Roque Villanueva, who presided over the election, had promised that the PRI would annul the
election if audits determined evidence of tampering in 30% or more of the polling stations set up by
the party.
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PRI reports larger-than-expected participation
PRI officials attempted to put a positive spin on the election by portraying it as part of the
democratization of the party. Until now, party leaders have been appointed by Mexico's president,
who for more than 70 years happened to be a PRI member. The PRI lost the presidency in 2000 to the
center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), represented by former Guanajuato Gov. Vicente Fox
(see SourceMex, 2000-07- 05).
Sen. Roque pointed out that more than 3 million voters cast ballots in the election, which was
open to registered voters of all parties. Voter turnout was double the 1.5 million participants party
leaders had anticipated. The heated election created enough of a rift between the two camps to
raise concerns of a split in the PRI. Shortly after the election, political allies of Madrazo and Paredes
reportedly filed papers with the Instituto Federal Electoral (IFE) seeking permission to create new
political parties.
Outgoing party president Dulce Maria Sauri said she was not concerned about losing some party
members. "The door is open for anyone who wants to leave," said Sauri. But other PRI leaders
were worried because the two candidates seemed to have attracted similar levels of support from
different factions of the PRI. This was especially evident in the split support among labor unions.
Madrazo gained the endorsement of the Confederacion Revolucionaria de Obreros y Campesinos
(CROC) and the Sindicato de Trabajadores Petroleros de la Republica Mexicana (STPRM), while
the Congreso del Trabajo de Mexico (CTM), the Confederacion Nacional Campesina (CNC) and the
independent Union Nacional de Trabajadores (UNT) supported Paredes.
Support was also divided among members of Congress, governors, and other elected officials.
Paredes' most powerful supporters were Gov. Arturo Montiel Rojas of Mexico state, Gov. Miguel
Aleman Velasco of Veracruz state, and Sen. Eduardo Bours. Madrazo had the support of Gov. Jose
Murat of Oaxaca state, Gov. Juan S. Millan of Sinaloa state, and Sen. Manuel Bartlett Diaz.
The Washington-based Center for Strategic International Studies (CSIS) said Madrazo also had
behind-the-scenes support from powerful business leaders like Carlos Slim Helu. To prevent a
major rift, Roque Villanueva and other PRI leaders launched Operacion Cicatriz (operation scar) to
unite the factions of the party. Leaders agreed the risk of a rift would be minimized if the two camps
were satisfied that fraud did not determine the results of the election. "Of course we risk divisions
if each vote cast by the citizens is not taken into account," said Deputy Florentino Castro, a Paredes
supporter. "A major split would place at risk our goal to recover the presidency in the 2006 election."

Failure to hold clean elections could hurt PRI
Still, some political analysts said the effort was a failure for the PRI because it was unable to prove to
Mexican voters that it could run an election free of major irregularities and fraud. "This is a big stain
on the party," said political analyst Jose Antonio Crespo Mendoza of the Centro de Investigacion y
Docencia Economica (CIDE). "We really don't know if this is going to cause the party to split apart,
but if it doesn't split apart, this will be the big obstacle it will have to overcome."
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Former presidential candidate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, who defected from the PRI to form the PRD,
predicted the demise of the party. "This is a party that will have to dissolve," said Cardenas.
Internal-election irregularities have also affected the PRD, many of whose founders were PRI
defectors. In 1999, the party was forced to annul the results of its leadership elections because of
massive irregularities (see SourceMex, 1999-03-24). That election was rescheduled a few months
later, resulting in the ascension of Amalia Garcia Medina to the party presidency (see SourceMex,
1999-08-04).
The PRD and the PAN are both facing competitive races in their leadership elections in March.
The PAN election, scheduled for March 9, features a race between incumbent president Luis Felipe
Bravo Mena and federal legislator Carlos Medina Plascencia. The PRD will hold its election the
following Sunday, March 16, with former Mexico City mayor Rosario Robles facing Sen. Jesus
Ortega.
As with the PRI, support is split between the leading candidates in both the PRD and the PAN.
But leaders are confident the parties can remain united regardless of the outcome of the elections.
Ortega said he is working with the Robles campaign to avoid prematurely releasing results, which
contributed to the animosity on the PRI's election day.

PRI image hurt by investigation of 2000 presidential race
Some PRI leaders acknowledged the election was also marred by the recent news of a government
investigation of the role of former executives for the state-run oil company PEMEX and STPRM
leaders in the 2000 presidential election. The investigation is focusing on allegations that PEMEX
laundered funds for the campaign of PRI candidate Francisco Labastida Ochoa through the STPRM
(see SourceMex, 2002-01-30).
But the PRI's leadership election also came fresh off some key victories in state races on Feb. 19. The
PRI scored victories in all 18 state congressional races in Hidalgo state and a majority of the state
legislative and mayoral races in Quintana Roo state on Feb. 17. The only important race the PRI lost
that day was the mayoral seat in the Quintana Roo municipality of Benito Juarez, which includes the
resort city of Cancun. \
The Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM) won a surprising victory in that race. Madrazo less
likely to clash with President Fox Because of the similarity of their platforms, Madrazo and Paredes
focused their campaigns on building up their images, even pairing up with a candidate for party
secretary-general in an attempt to sway specific factions within the PRI. Madrazo selected Elba
Esther Gordillo, an educator who is a former legislator and union leader. Paredes selected federal
Deputy Javier Guerrero Garcia as her running mate.
Political analyst Adolfo Sanchez Rebolledo said the campaign deteriorated into a war of
personalities and factions and avoided discussion of the issues. "These internal elections stood
out because of the absence of political ideas and the lack of specific proposals for the party and for
the country," said Sanchez Rebolledo, who writes a syndicated column carried by the official news
agency Notimex.
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Analysts said the two candidates would differ in their relationship with President Fox. Madrazo has
already made overtures to the Fox administration, even openly endorsing some of the president's
policies on energy and labor and reportedly signing a "governability pact" with the president.
Additionally, Madrazo's running mate Gordillo is said to have close ties to many members of
Fox's Cabinet. Paredes is expected to adopt a more confrontational stance with the administration.
"With Paredes, relations between Fox and the PRI would be more combative," said political analyst
Maria Eugenia Valdes of Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana (UAM) in Mexico City. (Sources:
The New York Times, Copley News Service, 02/24/02; El Financiero, 01/10/01, 01/15/02, 02/25/02,
02/26/02; Reuters, 01/10/02, 02/22/02, 02/24/02, 02/26/02; Agencia de Noticias Proceso, 02/19/02,
02/22/02, 02/24-26/02; CNI en Linea, 02/24-26/02; El Universal, 01/10/02, 02/25-27/02; La Cronica de
Hoy, 01/14/02, 01/21/02, 02/19/02, 02/22/02, 02/25-27/02; La Jornada, 01/14/02, 01/28/02, 02/22/02,
02/25-27/02; Reforma, 01/28/02, 02/22/02, 02/25-27/02; Unomasuno, 02/19/02, 02/22/02, 02/25- 27/02;
Milenio Diario, 01/14/02, 01/17/02, 021/21-23/02, 02/26/02, 02/27/02; Associated Press, 02/24/02,
02/27/02; The News, 02/25-27/02; Notimex, Novedades, 02/26/02, 02/27/02)
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